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the posthumous justice of the Catholic faith for the
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No, I see no basis for it save in equality or reciprocity of conduct that
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Tolstoy's parting word to the clergy.
Count Leo Tolstoy's excommunication has caused a considerable excitement
all over the world, and Russian newspaper reports indicate that the old venerable
reformer felt the sting of it considerably more than might have been expected. We
are now in possession of Tolstoy's Appeal to the Cler,i;y, translated into English
by Mr. Maude and forwarded us through his friend, Mr. E. H. Crosby. Mr.
Maude has translated the entire document, and we have selected from it the most
significant and telling passages, those which are most characteristic of the whole,
cutting

go

it

down to about one-third of the original. In going over the pages as
we cannot help thinking that it is a most remarkable document.
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THE GREAT APOSTACY.
In Tolstoy's article, written in reply to the clergy of his Church, the State
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"the Great Apostacy of the Twentieth Century," and finds in
from the original doctrines of Christianity an awful symptom

away

this falling

of the age.

He

He makes no mention of all
does not cling to the eccentricities of the doctrine.
the incredible acts of Biblical history and the miracles related in history which are
enumerated by Tolstoy in a simple contrast to the moral side of Christianity, and
would splendidly agree with Tolstoy in all the main points of his religious convictions; but it seems that to him the doctrines and the traditions of the Church are
included in the religion of love, and ought not to be dropped, while Tolstoy would
discard them for the sake of re-establishing the authority of Christ's moral injunctions.
A few quotations will characterise the spirit of Rev. Bacon's essay
"The word 'Apostacy' is chosen, after long and careful consideration of its
It is a word of divine
force, in this account of the present religious condition.
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and with which affectations or personal ambidesignate what is not most serious,
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The Christian doctrine is summarised as follows
"No Christian, we may suppose, will deny that in the authentic book of Divine history this is recorded: 'Then one asked (tempting him). Master, which is
Thou shalt love the
the great commandment in the law ? Jesus said unto him
Lord thy God with all thy soul and with all thy mind. This is the first and great
tions of
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commandment.'
"Another distinction is set upon these words of which there is no parallel in
all the Holy Scriptures.
A 'second' and supplemental commandment, like unto
it,' is added; and
then follows this declaration: 'On these two commandments
hang all the Law and the Prophets.' This in effect declares that all the Holy
Scriptures then written were dependent upon and to be understood only by that
It follows, then,
first and great commandment of God, and the second like unto it.
of course, that the Gospel of our Lord, including all the Holy Writings of the New
Testament, which are the divinely-written record and doctrine of His Church, rests
upon those Commandments."
Little thought is given to the difficulties of retaining all the dogmas and
Church traditions which have become incredible to us. Rev. Bacon believes that
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Did any man ever propose a better method for it than this ?
As we have
let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of
'
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especial love of the brethren

the household of God,'
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soul of that

'
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Church in this way, not because it is
the Church,
or our Church, but because it is 'the Church of God.' For this very
purpose,
because God so loved the world,' our love must reach out to 'all nations' and 'every (human) creature.'
Thus may we long and toil until (either
before or after the Second Coming of Our Lord) the earth shall be filled with the
knowledge and love of God, as the waters cover the seas.' "
The Rev. Mr. Bacon's Christianity is certainly commendable, and though his
view of God is probably different from ours, we can understand him and shake
hands over an abyss of scientific differences, but we would say that the two commandments of Christ are not two behests, but that according to the traditions of
the Church they are one and one only, the first being interpreted by the second
and we, from our radical standpoint, believe in the God of science, believe that
God is not a person but a superpersonal norm of light, so that we find no fault
with this interpretation. The American Churches, which are not State Churches
but free institutions, are in a position to develop in this right line, and in fact, so
far as I can judge, they do expand and grow, and reach out higher to the last rung
of the ladder of evolution.
We need not spurn the Bible or any of the traditional
dogmas of the Church, If we cease to believe them to be literal revelations of
God, we can still reverence them as the landmarks of man's religious development.
We must only bear in mind that life must progress, and religious truth is as much
of all believing people,' loving the
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;
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be noted whatever changes there may be
in our intellectual comprehension, the right moral ideas have always been the
same, and once recognised will remain unalterable. The Golden Rule, which
Tolstoy takes to be the essential doctrine of Christianity, cannot be changed by
any widening of our intellectual horizon, and the religion that spreads "good will
on earth" is absolutely true, and will remain true, whatever the riddles of life have
Yet there
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one essential truth

to

:

in store for us.

FREETHOUGHT CONGRESS AT ROME

IN 1904.

At the International Freethought Congress at Geneva in September

last

year

was resolved that the next Congress should be held at Rome in 1904, Sept. 20th.
No time has been lost in commencing the preparatory labors of the organisation.
M. Leon Furnemont, Deputy for Charleroi to the Belgian Parliament, and
it
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for the purpose of forming an English committee.
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The Great Apostasy is a concept within Christianity, identifiable at least from the time of the Reformation, to describe a perception that
the early apostolic Church has fallen away from the original faith founded by Jesus and promulgated through his twelve Apostles.
Protestants used the term to describe the perceived fallen state of traditional Christianity, especially the Roman Catholic Church,
because they claim it changed the doctrines of the early church and allowed traditional Greco-Roman The Great Apostasy. Now,
brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him, we ask you, not to be soon shaken in mind
or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though the day of Christ[a] had come. Let no one deceive you by any
means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin[b] is revealed, the son of perdition, who
opposes and Great Apostasy is within the scope of WikiProject Catholicism, an attempt to better organize and improve the quality of
information in articles related to the Catholic Church. For more information, visit the project page.CatholicismWikipedia:WikiProject
CatholicismTemplate:WikiProject CatholicismCatholicism articles.Â 3 BRD - let's Discuss. Wikifying this page. 4 Sedevacantist view of
Great Apostacy. 5 Easter Claim in Intro. Adventists[edit]. The Great Apostasy Considered in the Light of Scriptural and Secular History is
a 1909 book by James E. Talmage that summarizes the Great Apostasy from the viewpoint of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints (LDS Church). Talmage wrote his book with the intention that it be used as a teaching tool within the LDS Church's Young Men's
Mutual Improvement Association and the Young Women's Mutual Improvement Association. The book is "in many ways quite
derivative" of B. H. Roberts's 1893 Outlines

